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CCJ DISMISSES APPLICATION IN GUYANA MEDICAL COUNCIL MATTER 

In a judgment released today, the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) dismissed the application 

for special leave in the matter of Narine Datt Sooknanan v the Medical Council of Guyana 

[2014] CCJ 18 (AJ) on the basis that the appeal was academic and there was no arguable case 

to justify the grant of leave to appeal.  

Dr. Sooknanan, a medical doctor, sought permission from the CCJ to challenge the decision 

of the Court of Appeal of Guyana delivered on 31
st
 July 2014. His application arose against 

the backdrop of a series of litigation between the parties resulting from the death of his 

patient. Dr. Sooknanan brought judicial review proceedings to challenge the decision of the 

Medical Council to erase his name from the Register of Medical Practitioners on the basis 

that he had committed gross negligence in his care of the patient and gross professional 

misconduct in not submitting proper reports to the Council. The High Court of Guyana 

quashed the decision, with the consent of both parties, because the Medical Council had 

considered a report from an independent obstetrician and gynaecologist without disclosing it 

to Dr. Sooknanan. The Council then invited the doctor to appear before them once again for a 

rehearing of the complaint. He went to court a second time and successfully challenged their 

decision in the High Court. However he lost before the Court of Appeal and therefore applied 

for an appeal to the CCJ.  

In dismissing his application for leave, the Court, comprised of Mr. Justice Wit, Mr. Justice 

Hayton and Mr. Justice Anderson, noted that the appeal had become academic because of the 

undertaking given by the Medical Council to the Court that it would not pursue any further 

disciplinary action against Dr. Sooknanan. The Court also ruled that Dr. Sooknanan had failed 

to present an arguable case given his arguments based on res judicata (a Latin term of art 

meaning ‘a matter already judged’). The Court held that the principle of res judicata, which 

prevents the same case from being re-litigated, did not apply in this matter because there was 

no final decision on the merits given that the High Court had quashed the decision of the 

Council “purely on procedural grounds and not in any way on the merits.”  

The CCJ therefore refused to grant special leave to appeal and ordered that the costs of the 

application should be paid by Dr Sooknanan. Dr Sooknanan was represented by Sir Fenton 

Ramsohoye SC and Ms. Jamela Ali while Mr. Kamal Ramkarran appeared on behalf of the 

Medical Council. 

The final judgment of the Court is available on the CCJ’s website at 

www.caribbeancourtofjustice.org.  
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